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THE SOURCE EVALUATIONS IN THIS REPORT ARE DEFINITIVE,
THE APPRAISAL OF CONTENT IS TENTATIVE.
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Between 10 and 16 November 1952, there was an explosion in the ammunition factory
at Legnowo, near Bydgoszcz. The explosion ocourred in the building where gun
powder ig produced. The shock caused & detonation in the T.NW.W. stores,

One thousand eight hundred persons lost their lives. This high death-toll 1s
explained by the fsct that at the moment of the explosion there wes a changé of
the shift in the factory and two shifts of workers were present wimultanecusly
in the factory grounds.

Tmmedietely after the explosion the asree of Legnowo wes surrounded by militery
units. Roeds leadlng to Bydgoszcz were closed by militery sentries, who checked

the documente of persons leeving the town, BSimiler controls were cerried out

at the Bydgoszcz railroed stetion end at other pallroad stations in the neighborhood.

Many suspects were errested in Bydgoszcz i1tself. Accordlng to rumors circula'bi:ig
in the town,the explosion wag ceused by sabotage of Americen agents. The state

of emergency in Bydgdszez lasted for a'bout 10 deys, efter which everything returned
to normsl.

!

As & result of the explosion et least helf the window panes in Bydgoszcz were

blown out and cracks eppeared in meny houses.l -
1. Comment: Another report atated that the explosion occurred about 25X1
overber, end es far 8s wWes known, 1t wes sccidentsl and not sabotage.

25 YEAR RE-REVIEW,

SECRET/CONTROL - U.B. (FFICIALS ONLY

STATE

[ Tamwy [x [wavy [x JaIR  [x [F8l [ Taec | JoRR Bv| x |

(Note: Washington Distribution Indicated By “X”; Fleld Distribution By “#".)

a0¢

Approved For Release 2009/09/15 : CIA-RDP80-00810A000500210011-1



